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Selected icons from The Angel Church in Damanhur
Artistic archaeological study

Dr. Ahmed Said Othman Badr
Assistant Professor of Islamic Archeology , Faculty of Arts - University of
Damanhur

Abstract:

The Angel Church in Damanhur contains seventy-two icons representing
multiple and varied topics, whether from the Old Testament to the stories
of the prophets before Christ, or topics that express the Christian religion
such as the Annunciation, birth, baptism, crucifixion, resurrection,
ascension, etc. in Egypt .

Since it is not possible to study all these icons in one study, some of these
distinctive icons were selected that represent the various themes drawn in
the rest of the icons in the church.

Among the topics of the Old Testament, an icon representing Elijah’s
ascension to heaven was studied. This icon was distinguished by
containing the name of the one standing on the church, as well as the city
in which it was painted and the year it was drawn in 1571 for the martyrs .
Among the Christian topics, several icons representing these topics were
studied, such as:

Icon of the Annunciation, icon of the Virgin and Child (incarnation), icon of
baptism, icon of Christ entering Jerusalem, icon of Christ (the ruler of the
universe), icon of the crucifixion.

Among the icons representing angels, an icon representing the Archangel
Michael, whose name the church was named, was studied. This icon was
distinguished by containing propaganda writings in Arabic calligraphy, and
the date of the icon in Coptic numerals and represents the year 1466 of
the martyrs, which corresponds to the year 1163 AH / 1750 AD.

Among the icons of the saints, an icon representing Saint Peter and Paul
was studied. It is distinguished by its two lines below the icon in Arabic
calligraphy. It contains the name of the icon’s waqif and the name of the
painter (Anastasi al-Rumi) and the year it was drawn in 1571 for the
martyrs.
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Among the icons of the martyrs, the icon of Saint Demiana and the forty
saint martyrs, the icon of the Roman Martyr George, and the icon of the
head of Saint John the Baptist were studied .

These selected icons were painted in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries
AH / eighteenth and nineteenth century AD, and the artistic methods used
varied between the Coptic, Jerusalem and Greek styles, and they were
executed in the tempera style.

Keywords: Icon - Coptic Art - Damanhour - Angel Church



