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Abstract:

This study brings to focus the most prominent characteristics of
Islamic law (shari’ah) with reference to its capaciousness that
encompasses all human conditions, times and places. To this effect,
Islamic law takes into account the existence of social customs (‘urf)
with a view to meet people’s needs. This includes considering social
prevailing customs in Muslim communities with all its various cultures
and environments in a way that guarantees stability and cohesion.
Islamic law has regulated these customs through a set of criteria to
keep rulings above human whims or confusions throughout its
different domains.

Hanafi scholars opined that preventing people from practicing

prevailing customs in their communities might impose hardship. From
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this point, Hanafis realized that Islamic law calls for lifting hardship

and facilitating life for people as per the words of God Almighty, “God
never imposes hardship on you in religion”. Consequently, this attests
to the validity of considering customs and make rulings revolving
around it open to change according to time, place and people.

The study concludes that jurists have to work on achieving and
observing the objectives of Islamic law in deducting rulings from
evidences in a way that achieves the best interests of people.

Key words:

Objectives of Islamic law, customs, Hanafis, blood money for

manslaughter, quasi-intentional



