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The Scientific and Cultural Movement in Mecca in the Late
Ottoman Period

(1300-1344 AH/1882-1916 AD)

By
Dr. Wadha Sahn Refa’y Menawer Al-Hudaiban

PhD in Modern and Contemporary History Ministry of Education in
Kuwait

Abstract:

In spite of the instability and division that prevailed in large parts of
the Arabian Peninsula and that made scientific and cultural life in
the region stagnant, Mecca was an exceptional case because of the
Great Mosque of Mecca which was always bustling with the activity
of scholars and students, private schools, some Rashidi schools
that were established by the Ottoman government, printing houses,
newspapers, private libraries, and scholars’ seminars that played a
major role in revitalising the scientific and cultural life in Mecca
during the late Ottoman Period.

Keywords:

The Great Mosque of Mecca, Rashidi schools, private schools,
libraries, the press.



