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Abstract:

The idea of the research is based on studying the fantastic
literature through a novel of contemporary Omani literature entitled
(Earth Caliph) (Khalifat Al-Ard, 2010) by the Omani writer (Shumissa
Al-Rasibiya). This novel is an important stage in the development of
the Omani novel in terms of language and theme of the novel. She
created her idea of magical realism that connects a fantasy world
imagined by the tongues of the Jinn. At the same time, these Jinns
deal with human issues related to a number of literary ideas: terrorism,
human injustice, murder, and the human dimension that is absent from
human beings. One of the features of realism in the novel is that it
employs transcendent philosophical dimensions through which it deals
with religious and scientific ideas. The events of the novel take place in
a prestigious Scientific University, the Jinn University. This idea is
highly innovative, and therefore one of the topics raised by the novel
was the idea of calling for revolution, and the idea of change in the
world of humans and jinn, as the only one calling for change.

This research studies the idea of the fantasy through four
approaches related to an integrated critical vision: the concept of the
wondrous in the study, its structure in the novel, and the dimensions of
realism in it, and then the reading of the novel through the
jurisprudence of its newly developed language. Therefore, these
cohesive dimensions impose a constructive and descriptive
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methodology based on a semiotic vision in the study of the fantastic
character in the novel, as well as inseparable in another aspect from
reading the dimensions based on magical realism in it.

The study presented a number of successive questions related to
the fantastic structure of the novel, setting boundaries in its description,
and then questioning the nature of partial structures that contribute to
building realistic factors in it: religion, dramatization of the novel,
revolution, and the idea of justice. This led to a number of results: the
novel's description factor was not based on the role of Gothic horror,
but rather focused on the ideas that fairy characters of the human
world. Therefore, the novel did not care much about the world of
metamorphosis. The novel was based on some emotional visions
through which it treats - with some romance - the vision of some
objective characters towards human beings .Hence, the recipient's
astonishment factor has disappeared, and his expectations have been
disappointed with regard to the intimidation and terror factor, as he
becomes compelled to read the novel - despite its wonders - from a
transcendent, realistic perspective.

Key words:

the Omani fantastic novel, Shumisa Al-Rasbi, the Omani narration,
Arabe fairy tales, semiology of character
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