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The Crusade against Barbastro City
in Al-Andalus
in 456 AH/ 1063 AD

By
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Abstract:
One of the greatest tragedy that happened to the Muslims of Andalusia
during the era of the sectarian mini-states befell the city of Barbashtar,
located in the Andalusian region of Al-Thaghr Al-Ala, when the
Crusaders attacked it in the year 456 AH/1063 AD. They were able to
storm it, plunder the city, annihilate most of its people, and enslave the
rest. Then they withdrew, leaving a garrison in the afflicted city.
The tragedy of Barbashtar was an indicator of the beginning of the
decline of Islamic political influence in the northern Andalusian region,
and as a result it generated among the general population of Andalusia a
kind of acceptance and support for the intervention of external forces
from the Islamic Maghreb to save Andalusia from the scourge of the
Crusades from the Christian kingdoms in northern Spain, with the
blessing of the Christians of Europe, led by the papacy.
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