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Britian’s Attitude towards the Egyptian Presence
in the Gulf of Aden and of the Coastline of Somalia
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Abstract:

Opening the Suez Canal on 17 November 1869 was an important
turning point in the history of the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, and the
British policy there in general since Britain has attempted to increase its
influence in the region ever since. Britain attempted to control Egypt’s
affairs to control the Suez Canal, which is the northern gate of the Red
Sea, and to stop Egypt from extending its influence to the Coastline of
Somalia located on the Indian Ocean in front of Aden. Britain also kept
its grip on Aden, which is the southern gate of the Red Sea, after it
forced Egypt to sign a treaty with it in 1877 to keep its control over the
areas which Egypt wanted to conquer as Britain had a fierce imperialist
rivalry with France and Italy to control the region.

Key words:

Suez Canal, Red Sea, Aden, Coastline of Somalia, 1877 Treaty.
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