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The Invocation of Historical Figures in Ahmed Shawqi's Theater - An Applied
Study in "The Death of Cleopatra”, "Princess of Andalusia”, and "Ali Beak the
Great" Plays
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Abstract:

This research delves into the invocation of historical figures in three of Ahmed
Shawaqi's plays: "The Death of Cleopatra,” "Princess of Andalusia,” and "Ali Beak the
Great." After justifying the selection of these plays and presenting some previous
studies that addressed them. The study, through a historical presentation of the
three stories, clarifies Shawqi's approach to history. He was not merely a chronicler
of events; rather, his pen intervened in three aspects: selective presentation of
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historical events while neglecting others, altering some events, and inventing
imaginary incidents not found in historical books.

The study attempts to document these processes, justifying the selection, alteration,
and invention wherever possible. It then presents critics' opinions on Shawaqi's
selection of historical experiences and his handling of them. Furthermore,
categorizes Shawaqi's methods of invoking historical figures: through name, speech,
and action together for pivotal characters like Cleopatra, Ali Beak the Great, and Al-
Mu'tamid ibn Abbad, or for characters who played significant roles in events such as
Octavius, Muhammad Bek Abi Al-Dahab, and Ibn Hayun.

The study aims to elucidate Shawaqi's portrayal of these figures, the features he
added through his imagination, and the contemporary symbolism they represent.
Shawaqi invokes figures through name and action when the active presence of the
figure is unnecessary, as with Alfonso, Ibn Tashfin, and Prince Seer ibn Abi Bakr.
Through speech alone, when the goal is the meaning of the speech rather than its
speaker, Shawqgi employs this speech and integrates it into the play's fabric. He
uses only the name when the character does not significantly impact the events.

Additionally, the study attempts to clarify whether Shawqi expressed his characters
or through them. While he retained the general features of the figures, he
endeavored to express them, relying on his imagination to delineate their traits and
using them as symbols to convey a message to the audience.

Keywords:

Invocation of Characters, Historical Figures, Historical Plays, Historical Sources,
Invocation Methods.
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