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Abstract:

With the digital revolution in the field of communication technology
producing modern methods and patterns of discourse due to multimedia
merging techniques, images of “memes” or what some prefer to call “internet
memes” have emerged as the most important, newest, and most famous
digital visual discourses of today, as it has become possible for any individual
who owns a smart communication device to form Image speeches consisting
of several symbols, expressive faces, famous words, known or unknown
personalities, shapes, and statements with the aim of hypothetically
promoting a specific idea towards an issue in reality. The study aimed to
reveal the impact of the meme phenomenon on the recipient’s awareness
through social media. “A survey study of the Saudi recipient.” In order to
achieve the objectives of the study and verify the validity of the research
hypotheses, the descriptive analytical method was used and the
questionnaire was used as a data collection tool. The study sample
consisted of (429) Saudi social media users who were selected randomly.
The results of the study concluded: There are statistically significant
differences in the impact of the meme phenomenon on national awareness
and social awareness through social media at a significance level (a<0.05).
Memes available through social media contribute to enhancing increased
motivation towards active participation in defending the homeland, and there
are significant differences. Statistical significance for the effect of the meme
phenomenon on the social awareness of the Saudi recipient via social media
at a significance level (a<0.05). The meme phenomenon via social media
contributes to increasing knowledge of various social events and
developments, and there are statistically significant differences for the
impact of the meme phenomenon on the recipient’s cultural awareness.
Saudi Arabia via social media at a significance level (a<0.05), The
phenomenon of memes through social media enhances the motivation to
fight regional and fanatical ideas and realize their danger to society. The
study recommends the need to educate digital media users about the uses
of memes and the impact they can have on individuals’ identity, such as
national identity and cultural identity, and to conduct studies that address
memes and their impact on positive and negative feelings among Saudi
recipients.

Keywords: Memes, social media, Saudi users, cultural identity, national
awareness.
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