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The Urban Centers on the Incense Road from the South of the Arabian
Peninsula to the Port of Gaza

"A study in Historical Geography"
Abstract:

The study discusses the most important urban centers and commercial
stations on the incense road extending from the south of the Arabian Peninsula
to the port of Gaza on the Mediterranean Sea, and their civilizational role in the
continuity and prosperity of this road for more than one thousand and five
hundred years. The study also discusses the civilizational role played by this
road at that time, as the Arabs were keen to secure the production areas in their
countries and in the Horn of Africa on the one hand, and to secure the road and
the urban centers on it from the source to the down streaming; hence the
importance of this study lies in trying to highlight the civilizational role of the

urban centers on the incense road, especially the economic role.

The study also attempts, through identifying the multiple paths of the
road, to know the influence of the kingdoms and major countries neighboring
the Arabian Peninsula in determining its civilizational fate, which were
mentioned in historical sources and documents of the regions through which it
passes, and to know the most important relations between the kingdoms of the
Arabian Peninsula and the major powers contemporary with them and the
impact of that on the wurban centers of the incense road.

The study also aims to know the impact of the political stability and
cultural prosperity of the kingdoms of the Arabian Peninsula in ancient times on
the Incense Road, and at the same time the impact of periods of weakness and
political deterioration and their results on the road. The urban centers on the
road also shared the availability of the components that helped them emerge,
most notably the geographical location in addition to the availability of water
needed by the commercial caravans passing through their lands to supply
themselves with water and all supplies. The study showed the distinguished
status of these commercial centers and their wealth, which clearly depended on
the major commercial markets they established, in addition to the taxes they

received from the caravans passing through their lands.

The study emphasizes the importance of the Incense Road, both
ancient and modern, by mapping the ancient Incense Road, identifying its paths,
and mapping the pattern of exploitation of the Incense Road today.

Through the study, it is possible to determine the extent to which
the Incense Road matches the modern and contemporary road network in the
Arabian Peninsula, at a large rate exceeding 76% of the total Incense Road,
which was reused as paved roads and railways.
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