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The Use of Arabic Proverbs in Mustafa Na'ima's book Ravzatu'l-
Huseyn fi hulasati ahbari'l-hafikeyn- A Historical Fundamental
Study.

The use of proverbs in documenting historical events is a form of
symbolic literature that historians employ to express their opinions
when they cannot speak openly. Turkish history is rich with
historians who viewed history not merely as a narration of events,
but as a source of lessons and insights that should be heeded to
ensure the state navigates safely through the turbulent waves of
wars and upheavals.

One notable figure is the Turkish historian Mustafa Naima, a
reformist who witnessed the decline of the Ottoman Empire, which
was on the verge of falling into a state of deterioration and collapse.
He excelled in using Arabic proverbs to articulate effective remedies
for the empire's issues. These proverbs served as a means for him
to express what he felt in his heart but could not openly declare.
They also reinforced his views when circumstances allowed him the
freedom to discuss his reformist ideas without fear or hesitation.
Notably, as an official historian and a member of the court, he often
faced harassment for criticizing prominent state figures.

Key words: Arabic proverbs use, history, Mustafa Na'ima.
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