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Abstract

The study aimed to examine the strategies of online begging via social
media platforms, identify their effects on the responses of the Egyptian
audience, evaluate such videos, and propose ways to confront them, This
was achieved through a descriptive analytical study of 129 videos of online
begging taken from 97 TikTok accounts, and by surveying the responses of
442 individuals using an electronic questionnaire, The study concluded with
several findings, including: curiosity and sympathy being the main
motivations for the Egyptian audience to follow online begging content,
Although TikTok videos represent a rich medium with a greater impact on
audience interaction compared to texts, the Egyptian audience follows
them out of curiosity, with less engagement in financial contributions, This
was observed in a positive interaction detected through content analysis,
Respondents indicated the presence of negative values such as
exploitation, fraud, lying, and greed, The analysis of the videos revealed
their reliance on various strategies, the most prominent of which were
emotional engagement, which is stimulated by emotionally provocative
content, including religious and humorous elements, Other strategies
included emotional manipulation and evoking pity, However, respondents
indicated that they were not inclined to offer financial or in-kind support,
reflecting an increasing social awareness among Egyptians about the risks
of online begging and its negative effects on ethical values, Suggestions for
combating online begging included the imposition of legal penalties and
public awareness campaigns.

Keywords Online begging strategies - Social media platforms - Public
responses — TikTok.
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