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Abstract:

The current study aims to analyze the discursive functions of lexical
collocations in Amnesty International reports through two main
frameworks: Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) as a theoretical model
and corpus linguistics as a method of analysis. Critical Discourse
Analysis is grounded on the assumption that discourse is not a neutral
communication tool but an active participant in the creation and
reproduction of social and power relations. Through such an analysis,
the study tries to determine how meanings are constructed and how
political and social practices are legitimized through language.

Discourse reports by global organizations, for instance, Amnesty
International, are regarded as examples of discourse with political and
social undertones. Word collocation is crucial to meaning construction
and audience interpretative path-setting. Drawing on corpus linguistic
analysis, the study takes account of standard collocation practices in
such accounts and how these are used to serve discursive functions
and place humanitarian and political matters in context. Corpus
linguistics provides quantitative and qualitative techniques that allow
systematic analysis of large text corpora, hence enabling one to
ascertain precisely the discursive functions of lexical collocation.
Keywords: discursive functions, collocation, Amnesty International,
language power, corpus linguistics.
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