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Grammatical and semantic perspectives from the leader
of grammarians

Contextualization, illusion, and prioritization

Abstract:"Syntactic and Semantic Perspectives in the Thought of the
Master of Grammarians,” aims to highlight Sibawayh's reliance on
semantic and rhetorical aspects in his explanations and reasoning for
many grammatical and linguistic issues addressed in his book. The
discussion is limited to three main themes:

The concept of interpretation based on meaning. The concept of
supposition.

The concept of preposing and postponing. | was motivated to write this
study by two main factors:

The comprehensive and profound nature of Sibawayh’s thought and
his method in explaining linguistic structures.

The need to emphasize the importance of following Sibawayh’s
methodology for those engaged in grammatical formulation and
linguistic analysis.In this research, | adopted a descriptive-analytical
approach, supported by statistics. It is based on the content of
Sibawayh’s book, which includes linguistic evidence and varied
structures that he analyzed grammatically and syntactically while
considering their semantic dimensions. He employed terms such as
haml ‘alda al-ma‘na (interpretation based on meaning), tawahhum
(supposition), and tagdim wa-ta’ khir (preposing and postponing), while
also drawing on prominent linguistic and grammatical opinions closely
related to the topic of the study.

The research concluded that Sibawayh relied on meaning as a
fundamental tool in interpreting complex syntactic structures, using
interpretation based on meaning, supposition, and
preposing/postponing to achieve harmony between syntax and
semantics. It showed that preposing and postponing are not merely
structural changes, but rhetorical tools with semantic implications that
enrich and deepen meaning.

Keywords: illusion, presentation and delay, bearing on the meaning,

Sibawayh
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