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The Impact of Media on Crime in Saudi Society

The media is one of the most prominent influences
shaping the awareness of modern societies, possessing a
significant capacity to influence social behavior, including
criminal behavior. In the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, with the
widespread use of traditional and digital media, the need to
study the relationship between media and crime has
emerged, particularly with the increasing use of social
media and its direct and indirect impact on individuals.

This research relied on a descriptive and analytical
approach, which is based on collecting information and data
related to the influence of the media on crime in Saudi
society and analyzing it scientifically to draw conclusions
and understand the nature of the relationship between the
media and criminal behavior. The descriptive approach was
used to present and analyze the literature and theories
related to the role of the media in social influence.

The study reached the following conclusions:

1. Official Saudi media contributed effectively to security
awareness and crime prevention through various
channels.

2. Social media provided a fertile environment for the
spread of rumors and cybercrimes, despite regulatory
efforts.

3. Saudi regulations and legislation, such as the Anti-
Cybercrime Law, helped reduce some types of media
crimes.
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4. Awareness campaigns, particularly those targeting youth,
had a positive impact in raising awareness of the
dangers of negative media.

5. Challenges persist regarding the balance between media
freedom and social and security responsibility.

The study reached a set of recommendations.

In this study, | recommend the following:

1. The need to develop specialized training programs for
media professionals on dealing with security and
criminal issues.

2. Intensifying targeted media campaigns to raise
awareness of the dangers of cybercrimes, targeting
groups that use technology most.

3. Strengthening legislation regulating digital media and
updating it to keep pace with technological
developments.

4. Supporting scientific research and studies that examine
the relationship between media and crime to formulate
more accurate and effective policies.

5. Encouraging ongoing cooperation between media
institutions and security agencies to ensure balanced
and professional media coverage.

Keywords:

Saudi media - crime - media impact on criminal behavior -

new media.
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