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Epigram in the Poetry of Mansur ibn Isma'il al-Faqih:

A Thematic and Rhetorical Study
Shimaa Said Mohamed Bakry
Lecturer of Arabic Literature, Faculty of Arts, Benha University, Egypt.

Abstract:

This study explores the manifestations of the epigram in the poetry of Mansur
ibn al-Fagih, an Abbasid poet, through an analytical rhetorical approach that
uncovers the artistic structure and aesthetic function of this literary form. The
epigram is one of the most prominent short poetic genres, known for its
intellectual density and linguistisc precision.

The poetry of Mansur ibn al-Faqgih serves as a notable example of the presence
of the epigram in Abbasid literature. He is among the earliest poets to employ
their linguistic tools in service of this expressive art. Nearly every page of his
Diwan contains epigrams reflecting religious, social, psychological, or ethical
dimensions. These were all crafted with refined rhetorical imagery,
demonstrating remarkable linguistic and intellectual prowess. Through these
short poems, he masterfully blended wisdom with satire, presenting sharp
critical insights into the political and social reality of his time. His epigrams
are distinguished Dby their bold exposure of contradictions, reliance on
linguistic conciseness, and clever irony—elements that granted them enduring
impact and a lasting place in literary memory.

The research is divided into an introduction and two main chapters. The
introduction outlines the significance of the topic, clarifies the adopted
methodology, and reviews relevant previous studies. The first chapter is
devoted to the study of “Epigram and Its Roots in European and Arab
History,” and includes key discussions on its origins and definitions,
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addressing a fundamental question regarding the presence of the term epigram
in classical Arab heritage, in addition to highlighting the most prominent
features of the epigram poem.
The second chapter, entitled “The Poet and the Text: Thematic
Representations of the Epigram in Ibn al-Faqih’s Poetry,” focuses on two
main axes: first, an introduction to the poet Mansur ibn Isma'il al-Faqih;
second, an analysis of the thematic representations of the epigram in his
poetry, through a rhetorical and thematic study of his epigrammatic verses.
Selected poems showcasing his distinctive style are presented, and an
appendix is included listing key epigrams not discussed in the analytical
section. The study concludes with a summary of the main findings, followed
by a bibliography.

Keywords: Epigram — Mansur ibn al-Fagih — Abbasid Poetry-Paradox —
Condensation.
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