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Pre-Islamic Belief and Popular Heritage in Azar, Son of the
Valley’s She-Wolf: A Study of Origin, Conflict, and Narrative

Fictionalization

Abstract :

This study explores Azar, Son of the Valley’s She-Wolf by Ahmed Al-
Hamdan as a narrative model that reinvests pre-Islamic belief and Arab
popular heritage within a contemporary artistic structure. It examines the
novel’s use of ancient symbols, rituals, and myths, reconfiguring them into a
modern narrative based on heroic origin, value-based conflict, and symbolic
fictionalization. The research first analyzes the mythic framework of Azar’s
birth, where the concept of noble lineage is replaced by a symbolic structure
rooted in visions and destiny, notably through the motif of the nurturing
animal. It then investigates how the narrative reappropriates notions of honor,
lineage, sorcery, and prophecy from pre-Islamic thought, shaping them into a
modern moral vision that prioritizes individual agency over tribal affiliation.
Finally, the study explores the integration of folkloric elements into the
narrative’s structure, showing how myth transforms into imaginative energy
that drives characters, events, and fate. Employing a literary-anthropological
approach combined with narrative analysis, this study demonstrates how the
contemporary Arabic novel can revitalize inherited traditions within a modern

fictional context without reducing them to mere reproduction or simplification.
Keywords:

Pre-Islamic belief, Popular heritage, Heroic origin, Value conflict, Narrative

fictionalization.
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