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Abstract

This study explores the impact of generality itlag and restriction
tagyid in the judicial interpretation of statutory texts, as reflected in
judicial rulings issued by commercial courts in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia—a field characterized by distinctive legal principles and direct
implications for economic reality.

The study begins with the premise that generality and restriction are
among the core linguistic tools that influence the understanding of legal
texts, especially those issued by the regulator, which are inherently
binding in nature. As such, accurately grasping their semantic
implications is essential for judges when adjudicating commercial
disputes.

The study aims to clarify the fundamental legal concepts of
generality and restriction, outline their respective legal rulings, and
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reveal their effect on judicial interpretation of statutory texts. This is
pursued through an applied analysis of selected judicial decisions
issued by commercial courts, examining how judges interact with
unrestricted and restricted legal expressions and the resulting impact
on the rulings delivered.

The research adopts an analytical methodology, tracing the
statements of legal theorists regarding the definitions and rulings of
itlag and taqyid. It then analyzes a set of judicial applications, focusing
on how judges engage with statutory texts through the lens of
generality and restriction, while also highlighting the role of context,
explicit and implicit qualifiers, and the extent to which judicial bodies
adhere to these interpretive principles.
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