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A Treatise on Innate Nature (Fitrah) and the Children of Polytheists

by Shaykh Abu al-Hasan Aliibn Abd al-Kafi ibn Ali ibn Tammam al-
Subki(AH 756-683)

Prof. Dr. Saced ibn Muhammad ibn Malawi/Edited and Verified by
Former Professor of Graduate Studies, Department of *Aqidah
College of Creed and Da'wah
Islamic University of Madinah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This research explores the concept of fitrah (instinct) and the fate of the
young children of polytheists who die, authored by Shaykh ‘Ali ibn ‘Abd al-
Kafi al-Subki (may Allah have mercy on him). In it, the author reviews the
various scholarly opinions regarding the true nature of fitrah as understood in
Islamic teachings. He ultimately favors the view he deems most consistent
with both linguistic usage and religious evidence. He then discusses the
differing views on the fate of children of polytheists who die young, and
supports the opinion he finds most aligned with Islamic sources. The research
concludes with a narration discouraging delving into matters concerning
children and divine decree (gadar). Discussing the concept of innate
disposition (fitrah) is one of the important issues in Islamic creed, due to its
connection with other theological matters. A sound innate nature is considered
by Ahl al-Sunnah (the people of the Sunnah) as one of the evidences for
belief. Likewise, the primary rational principles shared by all human beings
are innate. It is from this perspective that this treatise comes to clarify an
important aspect of Islamic creed. The discussion about the fate of the
children of polytheists in the Hereafter is also based on the differing views
regarding the reality of fitrah. Thus, the link between these two issues
becomes clear, as Imam al-Subki, may Allah have mercy on him, explained
the various opinions of Muslim scholars, in light of the evidences he presented
in his treatise.In conclusion, the recommendation to continue researching
fitrah and related matters is necessary due to the current need for it—
particularly in light of beliefs and religions that contradict Islam, as well as
both ancient and modern philosophies—when compared with the concept and
reality of fitrah in Islam.

Keywords : Fitrah — Faith — Disbelief — Children — Accountability
— Paradise — Hellfire
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