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"Representations of Cultural and Linguistic Biases among
International Students and Their Impact on Learning Arabic as a
Second Language: A Qualitative Study in Light of Critical
Discourse Analysis"

Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the representations of cultural and linguistic
biases among international students and their impact on learning
Arabic as a second language. It is based on the premise that learners
do not enter the language learning experience as neutral entities, but
rather carry identities and backgrounds that influence their reception of
the target language. The study adopts a qualitative approach
grounded in Critical Discourse Analysis, drawing on data from both
closed-ended and open-ended questionnaires administered to a
purposive sample of intermediate-high and advanced-level students at
King Khalid University. The findings reveal the presence of negative
stereotypical perceptions of Arabic, such as its perceived difficulty,
exclusive religious association, and limited vitality compared to other
languages. These biases were reflected in reduced engagement and
resistance to certain cultural content. The study recommends adopting
dialogic critical approaches that consider learners’ cultural
backgrounds and foster reflective awareness of self and other,
enhancing linguistic, cultural, and identity-related competencies.

Keywords: Arabic as a Foreign Language, Cultural Biases, Critical,
Discourse, Analysis, Identity, Representations.
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