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The Implicit Subject Pronoun in (kana): Impact and Significance

Professor Dr. Ramadan Khamees Abbas

Professor of Language and Grammar in the Department of Arabic
Language and Literature, King Saud University

E-mail: relkastawy@ksu.edu.sa

Abstract:

This study aims to uncover a set of grammatical rules that result from the
“implicit subject pronoun (damir al-sha’n) in kana in selected examples
from the Holy Qur’an, Hadith, Athar, and Arabic poetry, to demonstrate
the semantic implications of this usage in speech. The research adopts the
inductive method, employing both descriptive and analytical tools. It is
structured into an introduction and a main section, in which some
instances of the implicit subject pronoun in kana are examined along with
the resulting grammatical rules and meanings. This is followed by a
conclusion that presents the main findings of the study, and finally a list of
sources and references.

The study concludes that the implicit subject pronoun in kana has a
significant impact both semantically and grammatically. From the
semantic perspective, it fulfills rhetorical purposes intended by the
speaker, such as glorification and magnification. From the grammatical
perspective, it can resolve syntactic difficulties and apparent violations of
established grammatical rules, and in some cases, it provides support for
some Qur’anic recitations that certain grammarians considered weak.
Furthermore, the phenomenon occurs more frequently with kana than with
its subordinates, possibly because primary grammatical categories allow
exceptions that are not permitted in secondary ones. Also, most instances
of this implicit pronoun in kana in the Qur’an appear outside the seven
qira’at of the Qur’anic recitations.

Keywords: Ellipsis, Implicitness, Implicit subject pronoun, Expletive
kana, Narrative pronoun.
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