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Studies

Abstract:

This research addresses the issue of inferring the objectives of Islamic law
in the fatwas of contemporary figh academies, through an analytical,
legally based study of the concept of freedom in light of Islamic texts. This
topic arises in the context of the growing need for sound scholarly and
ijtihadi (juristic) foundations for thorny contemporary issues, most notably
the concept of "freedom," which has become one of the most widely
circulated and influential concepts in Islamic societies, whether from an
intellectual, social, or legal perspective.

The research sought to highlight the role of the maqasid approach in
addressing these issues through fatwas issued by major figh academies,
such as the International Islamic Figh Academy, the Figh Council of the
Muslim World League, the Council of Senior Scholars, and others. An
increasing reliance on maqasid as a methodology for deduction has been
observed, particularly in fatwas related to freedom of expression, freedom
of belief, freedom of action, and human rights in general. The research was
based on the premise that reasoning by objectives—although legitimate and
a recognized principle in jurisprudence and legal principles—extends its
uncontrolled use and may lead to results that conflict with definitive texts,
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or may lead to intellectual or political considerations taking precedence
over religious considerations.

The research included a critical study of fatwas that addressed the concept
of freedom, by analyzing their fundamental structure, their deductive
references, and the extent to which they adhered to the guidelines for
reasoning by objectives, such as:

Considering the consequences of actionss

Distinguishing between real and illusory interests, and the necessity of not
opposing definitive texts in the name of interest or freedom. The research
demonstrated that the Islamic jurisprudence assemblies, in general, have
made commendable efforts to achieve a balance between the objectives of
Islamic law and the reality of contemporary man. However, in some
instances, methodological problems emerged, including:

Weak textual grounding for some fatwas«

A general reliance on the objectives without a precise connection to the
textse

Expanding the concept of freedom at the expense of the constraints of
Islamic law and the priorities of the objectives
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