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The Suffix of Men's Names in the Arab Heritage
(A Study in Structure and Semantics)
By
Dr. Samiha bint Salah bin Saleh Al-Lahibi Al-Harbi
Associate Professor in the Department of Language, Grammar and Morphology
Faculty of Arabic Language at um Al-Qura University in Makkah, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia
sharbi@uqu.edu.sa

Abstract:

In pre-Islamic and early Arab society, it was customary to give men names ending
with the letterta’. This practice was not perceived as anomalous; rather, it
represented a linguistic variation and a distinctive aspectof Arabic naming traditions,
whereby such names carried unique semantic and morphological functions.

This study undertakes the collection of masculine names ending with ta’, followed by
an analysis of their meanings, their etymological roots, morphological structures, and
semantic functions. It further investigates their attestations across Semitic and non-
Semitic languages, in orderto elucidate the role and significance of the ta’ in these
formations.

The research s structured into two chapters, preceded by an introduction and a
prelude, and concluded with a set of findings, the most salient of which are:

« Masculine names ending with ta" are, in form, seemingly feminine; however,
the ta" here performs functions beyond gender marking, including:
o Intensification of description, as in Jariya, Hudhafa, Khalifa, Rabri a,
Zurara, among others.
o Differentiating between a generic noun and its singular unit, e.g., Baqla,
Bayba, Tawba, Tha'laba, Harmala.
o Distinguishing between the verb and its verbal noun, e.g., Halhala,
Sa‘sa‘a.
o Compensating for an omitted phoneme, as in Umayya (diminutive of
Umm).
« The majority of such names are derived from plant and animal nomenclature,
verbal nouns, or adjectival forms.
. A considerable number of these names are borrowings from ancient Semitic
languages, notably Nabataean, Ethiopic, Syriac, Aramaic, and Safaitic.
« Some names occurin Semitic languages with identical phonological forms but
divergent semantic values; for instance, Sabra denotes “to rejoice, to be at
ease” in Nabataean, whereas in Arabic it refers to “a cold morning.”

Keywords: Masculine anthroponyms, morphological femininity, nominal patterns,
semantic functions of ta’, Semitic linguistics.
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