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The Function of the Synthronon as an Architectural Element in Early
Churches

Abstract:

The synthronon is a distinctive element in church architecture. Located in
the eastern apse of the church, known as the Father's Lap, it takes the form
of a semicircular staircase with several steps, often seven, for priests to sit
on according to their priestly ranks. In the middle of the steps, at the top, is
the chair of the patriarch or bishop. This chair is often carved from stone or
marble, symbolizing stability and solidity.

This research focuses on the purpose of the synthronon in churches, as
well as tracing the evolution of the synthronon's form in Byzantine and
Coptic churches, identifying their similarities and differences. The research
also aims to understand the architectural roots of the synthronon style
within churches and the extent to which the synthronon's function continues
to this day.

Keywords:

Synthronon, benches, eastern apse, bishop, throne, church, education
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