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Abstract :

Arabic calligraphy represents one of the most distinctive visual features of
Islamic art and architecture, characterized by its aesthetic flexibility and its
ability to transform from a linguistic medium into a visual element imbued with
deep spiritual and symbolic meanings. This research explores the visual
dimension of Arabic calligraphy through the model of the Dome of the Rock,
one of the earliest monuments that embody the integration between the sacred
text and architectural space. The study analyzes the use of Kufic script in the
Dome of the Rock as a design element that transcends ornamentation to express
faith and identity. Through a visual and aesthetic analysis of the Qur’anic
inscriptions, calligraphic decorations, and mosaics adorning the dome’s interior
and exterior, the research highlights the harmony between form and meaning in
architectural writing, and how calligraphy contributes to sanctifying the space
through its visual rhythm and geometric coherence with the architectural
structure. Accordingly, the study concludes that Arabic calligraphy in Islamic
architecture—as exemplified by the Dome of the Rock—is not merely a
decorative feature, but rather a comprehensive visual and semantic system that
embodies the spirit of Islamic beauty and the unity between art and faith.

Keywords:Arabic Calligraphy, Visual Dimension, Dome of the Rock, Islamic
Aesthetics, Islamic Architecture.
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