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Abstract:

This study explores the technique of description in narrative discourse
within the historical novel, as exemplified in the novel Ziryab by the
author Magbool Al-Alawi. The novel reveals its relationship with history
in various ways—through its storyline and narrative techniqgues—while
the study focuses specifically on the descriptive technique and its role in
shaping that relationship. The subject of the novel is a biographical
account of a character who stands as a significant figure in the Arab
cultural and musical heritage, known by the nickname Ziryab, whose real
name is Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Nafi' al-Mawsili, a singer and poet. While
the exact dates of his birth and death are disputed, it is most likely that
he lived between the second and third centuries AH.
In classical narrative, description was associated with a decorative
function; however, with the evolution of narrative experience, it has taken
on a central role in narrative discourse techniques and in narrative
studies, due to its semantic and aesthetic functions. Description is
closely tied to historical narrative discourse through its connection to the
elements of narration, helping to shape its engagement with historical
reality. This connection is particularly evident in Ziryab, a biographical
novel centered on a real and complex historical figure.
Accordingly, this study discusses themes and techniques of description,
focusing on its relationship with elements of historical narrative
discourse. The research aims to answer questions related to descriptive
technique in historical storytelling—chiefly, how historical and fictional
narratives interact through the descriptive technique and its semantic

and aesthetic roles.
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